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.Dear M r. Catcs:

On Fcbruary 6,2W7, rhis offics rcccived your plan ol oprutions trncndmcnt lbr cxpaosion ol'
thc Dovc Crcck Quarry.

Aticr rsvicwing your plan of opcrations, it was dct,errnined that wc do rrot havc cnough
infor:nation to procccd with proccssing your plan uf opcratitrns undcr 35CFR228A. Wc will
nccd tltc following in form:rtion:

I ) Alt,hough thc plrrn o[ operations $tate$ that 83.94 acrcs would bc disturbcd on National F'orest
Servicc Syston Laods, t.hc quarry cross-$cctirlns sccrrr to illdicatc that iltuch less than rhal would
bc disru6ed. For cxuntplc thc cross-scction of thc proposul quarry developmont nonh of thc
Main Quun'y docs noL rihow thc cxpansiou going uny I'urther nonh rhm thc rcclnimcd Dad's
Drcanr Quarry. Additionally, thc topsoil bcl'm shown on Figurc 4 is wcll within thc projcA
boundury, lcaving approxinratcly 6 acrcs to rhc wcst of thc trcrm, We willnctxl an cstirnatcd
ocrcage lbr quarrics, wostc rock clumps, topsoil $l(rrags are:ls, roads, and work arpas, Thcsc arcas
will also nscd to bc dclincatcd on a topographic map. This is cxtrcrncly irnportant not only l'<:r

the cnvironilcntal rcvicw hul also for calcultting a rcclurnation bond for Lhc projccr.

2) Wc will necd morc inlbrnration rcgr.rrcling t.lrc post rrrinirrg tooogrrrohy ol'thc ptoicct lrcit,
This shoutd includc dctailed mups showing thc arrticiprttcd post nrining topogruphy with proboblc

fatcr flou' dirccl.ions through or iuound qulrry and dinturbcd aroius. Wc will also nccd r.o get trr
astinllrtc on t"hc unticipatcd unreclairncd pit wall arcirs dral might rcmain ut the cklse ol'

QPcnittions. Would ull wastc piles be conrplctcly rom(lvcd or would portions ol'these renruin irt
the closc of opcrationsi)

I

I

!) Wc will nccd u more dctailod dcscription ol:thc proporcd concune nt rcclamltion. lt is not.

clclr liorn thc plan of opcrutittns in whst trranncr thi.s will bc tcconrplishcd. Would all the
cxisting waste pilc nrarcriul ill thc Main Quarry bc utilizcd in thc bcginning. Would this rniltcr'iill
be trucked lnd durnpcd ittto thc wc$(crnnlost quamy or would it be uscd nruinly in just thc
backfilling of thc Main Quiury? lt is mrt clcar what standards *<rultl bc uscd to dctcrmirtc
rcclarnation complgl,ion in lhis pnrccss, il'alcas rccl.tinrgd hud no( ye[ mc( tln rr.vcgctation
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stundard, wtrtrld firrlhcr quarry cxpans,on be on hold unril these stundards wcrc mct? Maps und
schcdulcs should trc uscd to illustratc how lhis pK)ccss would be accomplishe<t.

4) Intcrim rcclamation - Wc will ttccd nrorc dctlil on sca$onal or intct'inl rcclarnati<ln ol'thc sitc.
lhls shouJd includc sccding. sitc stnbiiization. crosion ilnd scdincn( control and controlling
public acccss kr mining arcas during non-opcrating pcriods.

5) Wc will dccd moru dctail on scdimcnt antl crosion control lbl thc project including what
$cditllcnt/closion conttols will trc lrscd to cenLral both su rl'acr; fluw onto disturbcd arsul and lhc
prcvcntion ol scdiorsnt ltotn lcaving thc qurry arcus and llowing into urljaccnt s(rclms, WE will
rrccd this intbrnrntiou lbr both during opcratiorrs urrrJ ptrst rcclurnation. Will thc qr,urries be frec
flowing or wouid thcy col.lcct watcr during wct pcriods crcatiug porrds'l

6) 1te plan of opcrations callr lbr storing udclitional wastc rock on thc southcasl corner of lhe
Main Quany. lt appcats thnl thcrs ir littlc room lcft for wulitc rock stor,agc in this ruca without
going ovcr the project area boundnry line.

7)'l'ltc plan of opcrutions will a.lxr nccd to discrrss lxrrt mining monitoring and mlintcnuncc. ir.s

wclt ils krn1'-tcrm mcthods [o prorcc( public safcty. Would anything bc donc to stubilizc
unroclainlcd pit thccs and to prcvcnt rock lalls alicr opcrations havc ccascd'l

E) Whut will be rlone for dusl abatement and r>ther air quality conccrns?

9) Wc will nccd furthcr information on topsoil storagc. l.low would thc lopsoil berm bc
constructcd und to whrt. tlimcnsions- We witl :rlso nced some detai I on lhc topsoil .\tor:rge ar€a
such as cstimated sizc, volurnc of topsoil storcrl' :rnd intcrim rr*lunration rncthofJs including
stuhiliz:rtion and swding. Thc uea prcposcd tbr topsoil storage at the southwelitern cbrner of the
Main Quarry may cover an intermittent spring area, but the map is not dctailcd cnough to makc
this dctcrm inal.ion.

l0) Whut will bc thc rucdrod u$cd in sprcading top$oil ovcrrcclainrcd arcas'l lt is porisiblc that
Lhero wouftJ no( bc cnough top$oil to u$c ovcl all rccontourcd urcirs, would ccrtain arcas bc
dcsignutcd highcr prioritics lirr topsoil. Would soil aurcndmcnts or tbrtilizcls bc considcrcd
w'ocn cortducun6 rccl:inution.

I I ) Bccnusc thc plan amgrrdment propo,ses a dramatic incrcnse in prodrrction into ncw ffcits. wc
nrty nccd to rnakc u del.crnrinntion of wh[t perccntilgc of thc stonc pfoduccd woul<l be
considcrcd an uncemmon varicty and what, if any, might bc considcrcd a conrmon vlriety
prcdust. Plcasc indicatc thc cxpcctcd volunrcs und physical charucleristics of thc skrnc (hat
woukl bc produccd by youl opcrations.

l2) How rnany workcrs would be on sile and what would thc unticipotcd vchicle trips per day to
thc sitc? Would porta-potties or cquivulent be avrilablc on Niltionill l;orest System Lantts lbr
wtlrkcrs to tt.sc'l
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13) Thc plan of opcrntions csrimatcd thr( up to l i,0o0 ronri p$r y$,rr for 20 ycars could be
produged undcr this plan which would bc appruxirnrrtcly 30o,ooo loosc cubic ylr<ls. il'thc
topsoil from thc cntire 84 acres wirs salvaged to one ttrot depth t}at would con.stitutc :uothcr
200,trX) loosc cubic yards of materiul. Using the cross-.sccrions provitlcd. an c.stirnatc of nt lcast
1.5 million loos:c cubic yards of mutcrial could bc gcnuatcd. Wc will ncccl morc information on
what the 0n(icipntcd volumc o[ wr$tc r<rck would bc vcrsus thc matcrial rcmovcd iiom thc s.itc.

14) Wc will nccd a dctililcd list of additional pcrnfts that ruay bc rcquirccl by orhcr uovcrnmenral
agcncics for this pKiect.

| 51 liq6.tt. of thc anticiputcd incrcasc in truck traffic and pos$ibly othcr vchiclc traflic. do you
anticipatc any rnodifications, such i.tri turnouts, to rhc urain acccss road or signing to warn thc
public of truck and vchiclc travcl to thc guutrics?

16) As discussed witJr you in pitst rncctings. tlrc ;rrea of your opcnrtiens is imponnn( sngc grou$c
habitat. Bccause your proposcd operatirrns reprcscnL a dmnltic incrc:lsc in brx.h disturlrancc and
activity' wc will nccd us much spccitic dctoil {s possiblc rcgurding your opcrotions. n lrhough
your plnn of opcrations does not rncntion possiblc otl'sitc mitigation. you hlve rncntioncd thit
you werc workin6 on ident.ifying privl,tc lands in the vicinity thu rnight tre available fgr this
pu I'pofie. Plelse rJiscus"r in your plan of operatirms il'y<lu ure still working on this.

16) Yout plun of operations mcntion$ installation ol'a pressure wusher to wash vehicles te retluce
ytssihle ntlxious plant sccds frrxn buing curicd onto thc Forc$, Whcro would this wushcr trc
pluccd and on what schcdulc wouid ir bc uscd?

17) Prior to lny Dew disturhancc. in itial inventolies need to he conducred by FS personnel prior
(o ncw disturbance irnd of sitcs that would hc uscd lbr gr:rvcl. borrow. or topsoil. Do you huvc
the capahility nnd pcrrnirs (applicator's liccnscs) to rrcat noxious wccds on public lands'f

l9) What mcthfils would trc u se<l trr linrit. public rccess to both quury tocttions and acccss roads
cspccially during the spring whcn dcer fawning, sagc grrurig, and larnbing arc of thc most
concem?

Bccousc your proposed plan of t>perations would at u mininrurn rcdisturb tlic Dld's Dream
Quitrry and possibly thc Uppcr Whitc Quarry. thc Dccision that. was issucct in 2006 opproving ttrc
Sunshinc East and Vcttical Cloud Quarrie$ Inu.y no longcr bc valid. Thc 2006 Dccision wus
bascd on thcse twe quarrics hcing rcclainrcd und rcnraining rccluinrcd. Wc nray havc to rcvisit
thc Dccision iluthorizing tlrc Sunshinc East and Vcrtical Cloud Quanics alr pan of thc ncw
envimnrrrcrttul analysis lbr thc ncw proposal. Additionllly, givcn thc drrrnrntic incrcasc in
:rcrcagc ol'this ptojcct, in addition to cunrulativc inrpacus wilh othcr qu.ury opcrations in thc
arca, tnd thc uncertainty o['the certaiu aspecl.s of fic opcration (such as anrollnt of wastc rock
and post-mining topogruphy), it is possiblc thal an cnvilonnrcntal inlpact statcnlcn[ nray bc
rcquircd.
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Wc would likc to schcdule a meeLing ltl discuss this lcllcr an<l lhc onvironrrlcntal fcvicw procgsri.
Plciurc lct us know i!'you tre dvirilable.

lf you have :rny que.rl.ions or qemments. plca.sc contact Stcvc Flock, Mincrals Manalctncnt
SpecialisL aL Lhe uhrrve address <rr tclcphonc nurnbcr'.

Sinccrcly,

/: --\
/'' r'l \

&Uht _ ,WPra^t/F-
SCOTTC.NANNENGA V

M in idoka Dislricl Rangcr
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